General practitioners, skin lesions and the new contract.
We reviewed all skin lesions received in our laboratory from general practitioners (GPs) during a three-month period before the introduction of the new contract for GPs and during the same period a year later. For comparison we also reviewed skin lesions received from the general and plastic surgeons. Particular attention was paid to the completeness of excision. There was a significant increase in the number of skin lesions removed in general practice after the introduction of the new contract. Both benign and malignant lesions were more likely to be incompletely excised by GPs compared with surgeons. The GPs first noted to carry out minor surgery after the new contract came into force were less likely to have completely excised lesions than their more experienced colleagues. We suggest the future monitoring of lesions removed in general practice, possibly by the formation of a joint audit group.